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Motor Vehicles - Use of seized/confiscated vehicles _
certain instructions - Issued - Reg.

W.P.No.43288/2017 in High Court of Andhra
Pradesh.

In forest offences, number of vehicles are being seized and after due
9lquiry they are being confiscated to the State by the Authorized Officers.
After the appeal time in District court is completed, the confiscation orders
are confirmed and the vehicles gets fully confiscated to the Government. Asper provisions of Section 50 of the Andhra pradesh Forest Act, 1967, thefully confiscated vehicles becomes Government property and the
Government may use the same as they desire vide G.M.No.22 SO/For.II/g7_
4, dt:10-09-1987.

The time gap between the seizure, and full confiscation is
considerable and to safeguard the vehicle and to keep it in running
condition till disposal of the case it is desirable to keep the vehicle ii
protective custody of a responsible officer. The Hon,ble High Court of
Bombay, Nagpur bench in W. p.No.1277 /2OOO dated 2t_04_20O2 have
observed, "we make it clear that it is not necessary for the Forest
De_partment to seek permission of the State Government for utilising the
vehicles and vessels of all nature right from the time they are seizeld till
they are confiscated and thereafter also, by maintaining it at their own
expenses, so that it serves both the purposes firstly, that such vehicles are
maintained by the Forest Department so that they do not become junk tillthe confiscation orders are passed and secondly, these vehicies are
available to the officials of the Forest Department for their use,,. In another
case WP No.43288/2Ot7 filed by D. Rammohan Reddy in Hon,bte High Court
of Andhra Pradesh and relangana, Transport Department had issued challan
notices to the owner of seized offence vehicles for violation of traffic rules,
in turn owners approached to Hon,ble High Court for necessary relief.

In view of the above the following instructions are issued;

1. Whenever the vehicle is. seized in forest offence the procedure
stipulated in Section 100 of Code of Criminal procedure, 1973 should
be followed.



2. The fact of seizino of th_e vehicle should be informed to the localTransport Departm-ent officers, ",.;;ii;; ti! irunrport Deparrmentofficer where the vehicte i, *giri"r"ll i;;ipiri." ,tution.3. rhe RC book of rhe vehicte ";e;th;;i;;;:;i!=or ownersrrip shoulabe seized and necessary oo.rrn"n-tr, li"r.rii"o ov the TransportDepartment for transfer. or ownerstrii lh.rij o" processed as and- when the vehictes are fuly.onrir.it#tJi#';d;.4. The Authorised Officer in case of On ."r"r- Ii"or,O ,ut" up enquiry
1ffi.'"':j:lLAd 

conclude tr-'" 
'u'u in ;;;;""fi"'time durv rorowins

5. In the case of UDOR cases the Authorized Officer should publishnotice of enquiry in the rocar n"*rpupuir-un'a'.onctrae the enquiry,preferably with in one month.
6. If no appeal is filed within- the stipulated time. the orders ofAuthorised Officer become final anj 

-'in"- ,"ilt.f" wilt be fully_ confiscated in the Government.
7. In the exigencies, the sezed vehicres may be put to use for Forestprotection and care should be taken to ,"llt"i, [n'e venicte properly.8. The appeat, if any, in District court ,h;;;;;;'';r.rued for speedydisposat. It may be notea that Ju.i"g-li""i"ioency of vehictesoffence cases, the seized vehi-cles *" ii"g 'JrrJtied 

to various forestofficers for the purpose or sure iuitoav ;;]y,"il;"." rhey shoutd acras safe custodian of thr

^ ?:. 
& when desired r, il:""TfJ,T#J'"iif.,ry;l. r'ouce the propertv

y. AEer tne vehicle is fully. vested in Government, actton should betaken by the concerned Divisionar r"r"tt-om.".'i.i get the ownershiptransferred to Forest Department Ov arfv p"vi"g ciares, if any, to theTransport Department.
10.11 j!_".."Ugye process, key acrion is to expedite confiscation proceeds

:,peq.ity. duty foflowing per rute una proiJa*"J t-n"io..u. Therefore a[the Circle Heads must monitor vetricte ofencJ iases witn authorisedOfficers very closely.

A prompt action in mafter will be appreciated in the performanceAppraisal Reports (pARs) of the concerned i-v'it 
"'i"-p-o","g 

officer.

These instructions will come in to effect immediately.

. Sd/_- P.Mallikharjuna Rao,
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests

(Head of Forest Force) (FAC).

To

1. lll y," Fietd officers (cFs and DFos).
2. All the Officers in Head Office.
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