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Sub:- Thinnings in teak plantations - Circular 
instruct ions - issued - Regarding •. 

- 
The World Ba·nk teak Who have virited some Of the t'eak 

thirining areas in the state have commented thia't t'hinOings in 
teak plantations are not done. properly. And thiay hi.vii staf<?d 
that, th:innings may taken up only in such .Planta.t'.:i.ons ·whldh: 
can give better economics, and where thE!y are sUi/icultfrillly 
appropriate. Therefore, the following inst:Clic.tioni are issued in this regard~ · 

r 

Thinning is· a felling made in an immature'·'.~:t:a'nct for the 
purpase 0£ improving the growth and form 0£ t.he trees that 
remain, without Permanently breaking the canopy. 

Thinning as we know are of two types: 

l, 
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l)Mechanical thinning, and 2. Silvicultural 
selective thinnings . 

Mechanical thinning is a thinning in which the trees 
to be cut are selected by some rule-of-thumb, as,such as 
alternate/diagonal rows, alternate trone in altainate rows, or 
every second, third, fourth line or a minimum spacing guaged by the .standard yardstick. 

Generally the first two thinnings carried-out are 
mechanical thinnings. However, the periodicity varies from 
place to place depending upon the site quality. Generally 
thinnings in teak plantations are carried out in the 7th and 14th year or 8th and 14th year. 

V'lihile, Silvicultural/Selective thinning i-£ a method 
0£ thinning directed to obtain and/or maintain Selective 
compasf tion of crop, with all diameter classes adequately 
represented, and also to enable put on diameter increment in trees. 
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Silvicultural thinnings are monthly carried out in the 
20th, 35th and 50th yea.rs 0£ planting and their intensity varies between A to E grades. 

The objections of thinning are: 
(a) 

To reduc~ the number of trees growing on a site so 
that those remaining have more growing spac~ and 
less root competition. Thus assisting io their 
~ubseau0nt jev3lor~ -~ in .v~1umc. 
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( c ) 
'.I:'o red_uce the risk of disease by remov.tno -::lisea.sed,,,:~-' 

dying~ moribund and dead trees and to re;ove ot~~;~reesl 
which are harmful to the crop etc., whip.s and wolf trees.I 

( d) To ensure a reasonable equal distribution of final 
through out the are~. crop J\ 

Teak is a strong 1 ight demanding species. It does not ~. 
tolerats congestion and shade and requires planty of light ' 
and growing space which should be provided through careful 
man.ipulation of overhead canopy and growing space. Thus, 
wa~ranting regular thinnings. The periodicity and intensity 
of thiqning depend on the growth.rate and site quality. 
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. . · Thinning is a very technica 1 ope rat ion based on f 
scientific concepts of forestry. This job is more often Le f t ~ 
in the hands of inexperienced and untrained personnel loading ;: 
to irropetra ble damage to the eco-syst em. Judicious applicat Lon] 
by trained and experienced staff would yield goo.::l results \ 
both silvicultural as well as economical. But the thrust has · 
to be on improvement of the stand rather than on the economic 
returns~ Thi~ can be achieved by proper sele~tion of the 
droas for thinning combined with proper application of the 
appropriat.3 thinning regime through trained and experienced 
staff. This activity required a very professional application. 

It is often observed that thinnings especially in the 
plantations are carried out in the most routine manner. No 
prc,per_.inspect,,ions,-are made before taking up the thinning wo r k . 
In course,·:mcst 'often it is found that understocked plantc1tions 
and at times ~~e~ failed ~lantations ar2 thinned and the 
exp~ndit-ure booke.:i. The rates prescribed for the first and 
second mechen Lce I thinnings are based on area basis. The over 
enthuiietic st~ff often in their hurry to achiev2 the financial 
an.:i physical targets resort no thinnings in fail understocke:::l 
plantations.thereby defeating the very purpose of thinning and 
also tesultirig in uneconomic returns. 

Hence, in future all the Conservators of Forests/ 
Divisional Forest Officers ~re requested to inspect the planta­ 
tions du~ £bi thinning before the marking is done, and atnone 
the need and, desirability of thinning in any given plantation, 
keeping in· view the stock position and possibility of getU.ng 
interm~:1iat~:yie1ds both physical and finan·cial. 

No failed plantation (with less then 30% of stock) 
should betaken up for thinnings. 

Silvicultural principales should aibone be the criteria 
for taking up of any thinnin;s. 

tTo Off1c4r .below. the rank of an Asst. Conser vat or of 
Forests/Senior Range Officer shall be entruste:::l with marking 
for Silvicultural thinnings. 

Sd/-M.Kamal Naidu, 
Prl.Chief Conservator of Forests. 

To 
All Conservators of Forests for onward communication. 
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