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Sub:- WILL LIFE- Wild Life (Protection) Act, 1972- 
Violation by poachers traders and adventures­ 
detection b£ offences and in;le~2ntation of 
Laws- instructions-Regarding. 

Due to fa~id declifie of India's Wild aninals and birds 
and owing to inadequate and out-.n::Jded laws existing in di­ 
fferent parts of the c~untry, th2 parlia~ent with the ne­ 
cessary authority fro~ th~ Legislatures of the States has 
enacted thG Wild Life tP) Act, 1972, (hct No. 53 of 1972)e 
The Act not on.l y provides for corrt.r o t of hunting and ·punish- 
.n en t s co.n:nesurate with the offence and finc1ncial benefits 
which occrue fro.TI poadhing and trade Wild J...Jife produce, but 
also while enbasising othei f~ct6rs, regulates other acts 
1 ike _:,;assessing wild arrina Ls , tr,:)phies 9 wild life products 
e t c , , and t r-ad e in those ani.nals and products. Realising 
the Pri~e reasons for the decline :)f Wild Life,· and having 
con~idered the inadequancy af the existing pro~isi:)ns, the 
co.nprehensive legislatio_n het$ Q;een enacted. A copy of th,r 
state.nent of objects and re,i"s5i1s "a unexed to the Wild Life(P) 
Bill is furnished as Annexure-I. The laws on Wild Life that 
are in force at,present are as follows: 

1) The Wild 
2) The _Wild 
3) The Wild 
4) The Wild 

Life (Protection) Act, 1972. 
Life(Stqck_Debljration)Rules,1973. 
Li:ire(Transc1.ct·Lm o.nJ. Tt:.xider,ny)Rules, 1973 • 
L~fe(Protecti~n)(Andhra Pradesh)Rules,1974. 

2. Forest Of.ficers in t h.e State hav e been a.rned with 
sufficient powers to d ea l, with any infractions against· 
t.h s above laws. The vioJ._,ations .nay be of varied for.ns, 
they ~ay r~late to Jir~c~ acts of foaching or indirect 
acts like trading or transfer and acquisition of wild · 
a n Lna Ls and their pr.J_ducts; . The forest officers .nus t 
there1ore carefully study th~se provisions and endeavour 
to enf6rce then. A. li$t of offences puni~hable under 
the Wild Life (Protection)'.'~~ct· is furnished in the Annex- 
ure II. · · · 

3. It i:- seen that s onc persons in the nene of adven­ 
ture or display of skill, ~llegaily keep in possession 
wild an ina Ls including sjecified ani.nals and indulge in 
acts ~hat are prohibited by law and thereby render then­ 
selves for punishnent • Snake show (Sarpa Yagna),Mobile 
Zoo. Maintaining Wild i\rti.nals of Schedule I, Schedule II, 
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Schedule.III or Schedu],.e.TY as captive a n Lna Ls are some in- 
.s.t anc es of breach of Wild Life(P) 1~ct arid the following offen­ 
ces, :ar'e conau t t ed in the course of tramsacting the illegal 
business: 

- · 1 F Hunting Wild ani:nals of Schedule. l or Pt. II of 
Schedule.II in contravention of S.9 (1); 

2) Hunting other Wild ani~als without licence in 
contravention of S~9 (2).· 

3) Acquisition of Gov.ern.nent pr apert y without per,nission 
of the Ghi~f Wild Life Wafden in Contravention of 
s.39(3) · · 

4) Non declaration.of having captive animals of specified 
species in cerit.r'av en t Lon of s.40 (1). . 

5) Acquisition of s pec i.f Lcd ari ina Ls in contravention 
of s. 40 ( 2). 

6). Acquf s i t Lcn of captive ani.nal 9 Wi.ld an ina I otherwise 
--tlian'·_fr.o.n,a l-icep.c.1=d.cl.ealer or authorised person in 

~.· contt~v~~tion·of S.49. 

r :. )+. .The -biv1si~nal Forest' .. Of:f;icers, who are also designated 
·as,·Wild Li.fe-- Vlardens , .nus t not grant per.nissions for display 
of ariy.v gans v or- "Ya gna " involving.wild ani.nals and should act 

. a c cor-d i.ng to the rules on the subject. They are requested to 
see'.· t hat violations are pr onp t.Ly detected, and properly dealt 
with ac?ording to law. 

The officers are requested to acknowledge the receipt 
ot this· circular. • 

Sd/- .4 .K .Mathur, 
CHIEF WILD LIFE WARDEN AND 

CHIEF CONSERVATOR OF FORESTS :A.P.HYDERABAD. 

A N N E X U R E - I 

STI,.TEMENT OF OBJECTS 1'.i.ND REh.SONS 

The rapid dscline of Indiats wild ani.nals and birds one 
of the richest and ~ost varied in the world, has been a cause 
of. grave c oric er-n , So.n-e _wild an Lna I.s and birds have already 
beco.ne extinct in this country and others are in the danger 
of beingso. 1'.~reas which were once tee.ning•wi th Wild Life have 
become devoid of it ·9nd even in Sanctuaries ·and National Parks 
the protection afforded. to Wild Life needs to be inproved.The 
Wild Birds and An ina Ls Pr o t ec t Lon Act, 1912 (8 of 1912), has 
b ec one co.npletely out.noded. The existing St a t e laws. are not 
only out-dated but pr.Jvide punish~ent which are not connen- 
s ura-t e with- bhe o f f enc e. arid the· flrlancial benefits wh:bh are 
accure fro.n poaching and trade in Wild Life Produce. Further, 
such laws nainly relate to control of hunting and do not en­ 
phasis the other fact.Jrs which are also pri~e reasons for the v 

decline of India's Wild Life, .nane Ly , taxider,ny and trade in 
Wild Life and products derived therefron. ~ 
2. Having considered the relevant local provisions existing 
in the States, the Governnent cane to the conclusion that these 
are neither adequate nor satisfactory. There is, therefore, 
an urgent need for intr0ducting a co~~rehensive legislation, 
1; -, • -' •• , .• ," , 2· ··5.:L for \he ·-;1."--t:: ~ti··, c,f v.'il J An tna Ls and b i r- ls 

~ ....•. 1 • 
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' 3. Legislation in res)ect of the nforesaid subject 
jattc~ is rel3tabie to entry 2J of the State List in the 
Seventh Sch adu Le to t he G~rnsti tu t i on , nan e Lyj protection 
of WLJ .. d aruna l s arid birds and Par li:=J..nen t has no power to 
~ake 1 law in this regard ap;licabl2 _to the State(apart · 
fro.n the pr-ov Ls Loris o f l.rticles 249 and 25:J o;'f the Cons- 
titution) unles~ the Legisl~tures of two or ~::ire States . 
pass a r os o Lu t i on · in IJursuance o f .cr t i c Le s 2§.2 of the Con­ 
t itutijn enpow~ring Farlianent tJ pass the necessary le­ 
gislation,Jn the subjec:. The Legislatures of the States 
of Andhra Pr-ad csh , Bihar, Gujarat, Haryana ,HLnachalpr!!desh 
Madhya_Pr,?tdesh, Manipur; Punjab, Raj.3.sthan,Uttar Pradesh 
and West Bengal have passed such res::ilutions. · 

4. The bill seeks so-· 

a.) Con s t Ltru t e a .Wi~d. Life ~·.ctvisory Board for '~a.ch 
State; . . . 

b) reg~late hunting· of wild aninals and birds, , 
c) lay down the procedure for declaring areas-as 

sanctuaries National Parks, etc. . · 
d) .r agu La t e possession, acquisition or t r-arrsf er". of, 

or trade in,' .. w i.Ld a n Lna Ls , an ina L articles and - 
trophies.and taxiderny ther2of; 

e) provide penalties for contravention of the Act 

·- ... -·-·-· 

~ i. _; 
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Gov8rnmen t of Andhra p rB.desh 
For::ist D~pA.rtmen t 

Rc.Nc.37114/83-U4. 
Dated:9. 6.19~3. 

Office of thA DW.ef con eervate r 
of Fo r=e t a, Andhra Pradesh, Hyd 

Sri A.K. M:-:ithur,I. F. S. 
Chi !=-) f Con s= rv a to r o f Fo res ts -------- .. · ------ 

Ci r cu Lar No.; 11 /83 ------- ·----- 
Sub. Social For;:~stry p~g~qmm;;;· - Nu r sr y R>1ising - 

S8,:d.lings· or- Misc.,illa;isous. speciPs "rA.ising of- 
Regait'di1ig. · · · · . , .. 

. . ' ~ ·, . : -~ 

Ins "ructions w.=:re issued in tru.s offic8 Circular Lr.No. 
15932/82-U2,dt:27.3.82 (Circular No.5/82)thaG up to 20% of the 
seed.lings.to be r,used in any nu r s sr-y du ro.n g a yedr should be 
of miscelleneous sp sci.es of frui c, fodder and o th ar minor 
Fo r(-:s-c pro du cc yi0lding v ri~ties 1;0 s crik,=-. a jrro p ez- balance 
be tweon Eucalyjjl.tus which is f'a s t growing fuAl-wo cd species 
and other sp eci.es .Li.ks su-babul, Bsmboc, Jamu, Guav8., or other 
flowGrir1g and fruit b'3~ring crP.es. During my inspBc\ion of 
a largrc:· number of nu r se ra ''S o v>r 1;h:- lqst 3-4 months, I have 
howevi0'r noc.i or-d t.ha t adGqun'>'.- and timr-,ly st8ps hav o net been 
t8.k~n in the most of "thAs8 nur e=rf.e s spr:-.,1d o v>r a l;:=i.rge 
numbai- of Divisions for r8.ising S8·"dlings of various mi acal.Le .•• 
ri=ou s ,sp0ciPs a s p=r CCF1 s ci r-cu.l.a r instructicns, In m6 st 
of +h= nurs~-rir-:s s~r.:,ds of mi acal.Lan sou s sp0icies w0 e sown only 
in M8rch-April or =v en in May and most bags mean. for r8ising 
sP-r-:idlings for Miscqllen:::ious ep eci.e s a1"0 thr.r.:::ifore either empty 
or ha d Vc:,r.f sm:J..11 sized S'='Cidlings 8.T 'i:h''' time of in~ection. 
In both th0 ca as s it is do ubcfu.I wh e th ~-r proper sized SEJPdlings 
(about 40-45 ems tall) of thPsi;:; misc~l1An8ous sp e c.l e s would be 
avat Labt e for di e tra bu ta o n to thr public during th-:;, n;'C'·xt rains. 

Ancthf'r dis ressing a sp ec: no «i cc d by mo during th::>se Ln ep ao­ 
tions is that th.Pre is haid.Ly any co n t ro L a t Divisional Forest 
Offic;::1rs lA1,Al on the cho i.c= of +h> rnisc,~llP.n:::ious sp ecf.e s to be 
rA.is:;=id or t.h= p e r c snvag.s cornpo ai td.on of thA various mi.aced.Lene-. 
ous sp sci e s to bs rGisad in 88.ch nurs ry for sRPd.lings maan t 
for distributio.. In so m> nu r s=rf.s e I ,=iv2n no ta cad at that 

. 50% of thR totF.l.l I bc-:·li2v.:, such s tace of a.ff:~.irs could develop 
cnly if 8V -r i;hing rc:-:l,:1 ta n., to nu r s -c,ry d.:;v9lopm0n t is left to. 
Mostly to the local Fo r-: s ers and Fo r= sc Guards and a trro s t to 
the fo=i.ng:;:i Offic,:-rs who d<=1pi:uding upon their f'an cy and for ready 
availabili·ty o f se:.:,filings of misc,=ill2n0ous sp ac.i e s lo the extent 
and in such proportion th-"'y liked wi ehou t .iny central what-oo­ 
ever of ;;he,; Division8l For•,st Officers on such nursery develop­ 
men 1i from ti ms to ti me. 

2. All Divisional B:)r,'st Officers, .::=i.r0! thE-:refore
1 
requested 

to look in to this asp e c t of nurssry r8.ising a t.l ea s t from 1983 
and as alrE;ady ins·cruc-ced/i asu=d clc.·2r wri t t sn instructions· to 
each Rang::-'! Off'i ccr fixing p e r cen tagR/ tat g8SS for differ8l1 t/Mis­ 
cellE'.nGous ap e cd.e s to b~ :r,g.isPd a s bag p.Lan t s in each of the 
nurseri2s un der thBir con t ro L indicating specir=is that should 
only be r::u sed , for strict co mp.Lj an o a by the concerned Range 
Offic0rs. It is n8Pdl:::.iss to sey that s top s should b e taken 
at +h= Division8l For,-c;st Qf'f'ic-~r/Rang;cirs le·,rPl at th-?: appropriate 
ta m= thrriugh ou t thR yP;:i,r to co Ll.ec t the, rr-;qulrAd quantity of 
seeds cf v~rious sp ecf a s which ar~1 to bs rnised as per the 
targe,:s fixad for e:ich nu r s=ry rang0-wis,; so that adaqua te 
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