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Ref.ANo. 809/81/32, | Office of the Chisf Conéarvator of
Dated: 2=-3-1981., Forests, AePe Hy darabad.

Sri A.Ramakrishna, I.F. 3.,
griof Conscrvater of Fordists.

CIRCULAR Li¢. 6 /81.

Subs- Forest Dopartment- Improviment methed of raising
polythens bag sesdlings of Eucalyptus-Circular
Instructirns~-Issucd.

At present sesdlings of Bucalyptus are voing raised as bag
plants using varying sizaes ~f tabular pelythence bags clossed at one
end, :and of 150-200 guags. Tho Pelythone big is cut open and dgis-

cardsd at tha time of planting the sesdlings in. the fields. ~
o= ‘An 1mprc vem mothcd whare n polythene sheot is used for rai-

sing Bucalyptus secdlings, appoars te have bomn dsvalepee in Mala=-
sia in- recent yrars., (Yral communicaticon by Dr.Y.SiRao, Regional
Beonemic . A.C. Rangkek) Tris methed has sovaral advantagss ever
the conventirnal methed, Tha prnc-durs for roaising scedlings un=-
der the new mothed is-describod belew.

A 1000 guage pelythene strip of sbrut 20 cms, width and of

a convenimnt langth (2-3 Metors) is 1aid fl2ft ~n the wndor, ssbade
in the nursery. On this strip of pelytuns shazt, sckl normally

sad for fillings the bigs but with <= slig. “ly higher clay con-
tcnts md deguately meistenad, is spreil usize v‘mly tc A thick=-
nass of =zbrut 3 Cms. Seedlinas of Buc lyptis raisaed in prlmu'y
beds amdd re~dy for pricking cutwiate b .ss r2 Ldd at intervals of
68 cms. 2t right mgles to the langsh ¢f strip with the collar
of the sec:dling =2bcut 1 cm. inside thae cigs of the strip, =and the
eantire roct 1113 straight on tha svrip. The first scedling may
be 1iid about 4-5 cms. from en  ond of the strip. abcut 2 cms.
thick layer cf same scil mixturs thon sprseil uniformly cn the an-
tire width of the pelythene strip te cover the et of the sced-
ling. Thersafter the strip o¢f pclythm~ with the sckl ~and the.
seedlings 1aid en it, is carofully rell@d 1lik - ~2'mat from cne and
to ancther nl and thon tioed with = Stl’ln”‘ in the midlle tn pra-
vent its unrelling. Thus aach 1l of polythrns strip wili con-
tain betwern 25-30 geddlings in 2 concin Lrﬁlc spirali. Such =2
lled strip centrining 25-30 sorilings (kopt orcct liks a bag
plent) cruld be crnveniently watsr 1 as 2 wacls, md 2dse shiftad
a8 2 whrle frem tims to time withcut uniun disturbmcee to ths reot
systom ~f the individuil scodlings. In crl r that the rects of the
eadlings de not strike ground, thess multi-plnt ro-ls could be
spift-d frem plic: & place every 15 doys as th~ reots start emer—
ging from the opon bottom ond, which is in crntnct with the ground.
Bacauss.thé bottem end is r\po,n thors 1g froo Arainags of water, thus
praventing demping ~ff ~nd other fungnl s ases of tho scadlings.

After 2 fow days under shade #1111l tho swodlin s ars fully os-
tablished, the multi-plant bag rclls could bo kat ins the open and
Ar: wat~red and maintained like individual prlytime seadling 18
per the currsnt technieug. When the s~aeilings 2rs ready for plan—
ting cut with the cemmencement of rains,(sendlings abrut 45 cms.
t211 on =n average), the multi-plont brg rrils ~ro tzkon o the
ficld intact and 2t the planting site tac l 1 strip is gradunlly
OvaOd (Lnrn liad)l with |ach sandlingg Lo 5 ﬁfuily with =
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already duce pits. Thus trmsport of the bug culture also be=
comes easy with =2 numbsr of sesdlings tzken ‘ogsther with least
disturbance to the seedling root systoams md thus minimising
cost on transport 2lso.

vfter all the serdlings in ths multi-plant rodl =2re planted
out, tha polythene strip is clean«d of all laft over s0il, rolled
up, and taken back to the nurscry and kopw in store for use in
the following year. i

This m=thod stat d to have bemn avolv d in Malaysia 2 few
yezrs =220 has thus a numbér of advant-3cs -nd could bz followed
by tho D POs with 2dvantage whereever Jucalypius polybag sosd-
lings ars biing raised . It is tacrsafor ordor-d thait during
1980-81 in overy divisien waers Bucalypwus bag culture is being
roised for planting in 1981 rains, atlienst 3000 or 5% whichevar
is lower of Bucalyptus scidlings sanould be riiscd following the
mctocd doscribed about in order to know tno problems if any in
adopwing tnis method on 2 largs scalo frem 1981-1982,nursery
scason md to devolop propor consistancy of soil mixtures to be
used in this new mstncd. Thc idnal size of the multiplant roll
contamning = concentic spiral of s~~dlinzs would have boiwaen
20-30 scedlings cach for s=s2 of shiftiang and carrying in field.
The actual sphcing batwesn the soodlings, thn thickness ef the
s0il layers abevs and below the seedlings, tho compositicn of
the soil, are all to be werkad out to suit lnecal condi tions to
nbtain thr begt results.  All Divl.Fer st QLficers raising Buca=
lyptue =r~ therefore rvequestsd to sake prrscanl interest = =
plementing the above methed thrcugh issue of suitable instruc-
tions tc thgir ngnofﬁﬁer*&wmfnrdfmlpirmnin sup ervi-
sing atlcast the stage pricking cut of tho snodlings into the
malti-plant pelythens rolls 2nd tasir subs gumnt maintenanca. Thi s
mathod could alse be adlept:d far rrising scadlings of other
specias which dn net preducs brnch-s whil~ in the nursery. If it .
is pronsed .« topusc this tochnigns in riigng soedlings of other
species also experimen tally the DFCs =03 meot welcome to do so,
raiging about 1000 smsdlinis of =:cli sprclss following the above
method.. If the sacdlings re for fren distribution for public un-
der Make India Gra-n Scaszmo, one rollsd stvip bns he allotted
in full to on individu-l. If nac ssary ool d strips containing
only 10-20 sc=dlings #~ach could be reised, or allotment to in-
dividual farmers roguiring cnly small nunbors of scadlings. :
i

11 the Divl.Ferest Officers are roucss 3 te acknowlaodge
the receipt of this latter atence and subilt on intorim report
atleast by end of March 1981 indicating tht numbor of se:zdlings
o0f FEEBRXEUEBLL FARRBXXIAEBXHRILRAXNALBY dizfasr-nt speciss raissd
- by the zbove method, the location oIsuch aursary and rangec where
these seedlings are raised to racilints iusp "ctions by their
Conservatcrs of Forosts nd Addl.Cnicol Crascrvators of PFerests
during their tours. 4 final raport may bo submitted bsfore end
of Szptembor, 1981 after the seedlings Are plontad out in the
field, indicatings the overall advantagos ond dis-advantages and -
ralative ceongmics of this new mothed, =nd imrovements if any
suggestod to mmko this methcd workable under cur conditicns.

973

The receipt of letter may pleoast bo cknowledgad.
3d/- 1.L. R0,

vddl. chiel Conssrvalor of Tecrasts
( DF :‘}‘_-E) ) a
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