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Forast Offences,.- Confiscati~-r('Cf-V~ihicles involved in 
Fo:rest'Offence·s '- under,,8ec·t-i'on>:i14 of .:~.I.Forest Act 1967 
as aue nded in Act 2? o{ 1'976 - Rele §.se o{ .bY the courts 
on appeal instructions - issued. __ .: ·· -.· 
C.C,F.Ref.No.78104/77/F~3, dated 30;;.7-1877 ~ . ,. . . ,:; . 

'~·{):: . It has c ome to the notice of the Chief Conservator of 
Fore:'!3ts that in several .c ase a the courts .while disposing off 
appeals/agai,pst the confisaation orders of the kuthorised. 
Officers under Secti.on 44 of i. r. Forest Act, have been t:1king 
a lenient,:· v.:iew of the problem of smugri.Jiinrr from ,forests and 
quesi;i,oni.rig the action of the ~uthorisea Officers in confisca- 

. ting veh:toles when there is nrovision u/s· 50 -of the Forest 
A.ct ---:''for ci:tru:pound ing forest of'fe nc~ s . 'TrL :the .. ;J'.'.e sirt, the confis­ 
catea vehi,cles are being released and\the::'aocu,sed persons are 
being let ·2~-f with norai.ne.L fine. ' ,:·· : .. r: ·-· - 

,. I.n th~s eo noectd o n attention of all the officers is 
imfitea;:.to Chief Conservator of Forests No-.78104/77/F3 dated 
30-:Z-1977 wherein the staterent of object:=;3'iiana reasons of the 

.bil'l'ptoposing to ame nd the forest act was 601:iounicated and it 
was cle,a,rly uentioned that the ame ndne rrt \vas; co ns~dered neces­ 
sary ir:i~ order to check-- the. r-ara pe rt smugg:Ling · of \7a--~uable forest 

_ produce".:thr;:Oµgh f8.st o6v~.tt.r v?.p::\k'~.le.s as_:·.:the·;· desttuction 
not. o nl:$; c c:>"nsti tute s a lbr,s's>t1f: the G ove;r(rli':ient ' s , revenue but also te,~ults in depletion:of..tforest' r,esou.r.ces. ·,The purpose 
of ~~Gb. a prqvision was felt·'necessary so 'J.S to curb smuggling 
bY., vehf.c Le e for confiscati9rr of property-.tThe ·.:Divisional 

_ Fore,st Officers should br.i-na all these ·f.=:.cts t-0 the notice 
of the: Pub~ic Pro9ecuti<?f£f''·;vho appe 8r i-ri the; ~ppelle.te courts 
so tliat :they- ruay arcuo :the .o:=i.tter .ju:ti rig the disposal of at1! 

·appe:'l+:s//As already~affv::tied, the:_/~J/thorised Oi'ficers mus t 
give,j'sJ)isons .i n their·or'der as to '\~hy they are, not inclined 
to ·ac.cepf cbmpensat'ion"and "drop further i,f-oceedings under 
8ecti6n 59: · 

- . ,-~ In some cases: -the app;{i._iate cou:r.·ts hqv~ allowed the 
appeals filed by owners ;:if··vB'.l{icle by.·.,;j_;:-::qy),§ling fine. The 
fine impose-a by the court's SOD8 tiGG 8 is ev~n .:l .. es_s than the 
value of produce involved' :iri the c·1SC 1.,,vhcrc/as, 'the. compounding 
fee Le v i.ed mus t be equal at 1=_east to the .V:J.l-qi? 'Of forest pro- 
duce, riot e xoeo df, og however fourt tius such value. The public 
pro1?ecut (i'Ds appe ari 02 for t he c-1t .t ; nus t bring these provisions 
to the notice or the appellate C•1l.lT~S· and they. must therefore 
be prop, erly briefed. T _ .. 

The D. F. Os and the cowY)l~irii.ng Ran.~c ·::O'fficers should 
take every care to see that aJ..l ffi.~Ch l\psos' are avoided at 
every st'age and action taken strictly conforras to the pro- 
visions of law. 

The receipt .cr this o Lr cu Lar' should be acknowledged 
by return of post. 

r 
'3'1 /-::...Ramakrishna, 

Chief Conservator of Forests. 
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