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Dated: 17--3-=1980 Forests, andhra Pradesh, Hyderabad
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Chief Couservator- ¢f Forezts.

CIRGULAR ¥0.10/81+ .. . 7

Sub: - Forast Offences .- Confiscation 6% Vehicles involved in
morest Offences - under-Section @4 of +.T.Forest dct 1967
as amended in Act 22 of 1976 - Ralcase of by the courts

i on appeal instructions - issued. = 5 ot

Hafi- C.0.7.Ref.No.78104/T7/F.3, dated 30-7-1977
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- It has come to the notice of the Chief Conservator of

Forests that in several cases the courts while disposing off

appeals against the confiseation orders of the huthorised

Officers under 3Section 44 of 1.7.Forest Act, have been taking

a lenient view of the problem of smug~Lling from forests and

- questioning the action of the Authorised Officers in confisca-

ting vehicles when there is provision u/s 59 of the Forest ‘
Act for compounding forest offences. Io. the resit, the confis-
cated vehicles are being rele ased and' the-accused persons are

being let off with noninal finpe. U e :

. In this connectdon sttention of all the officers is
igvited. to Chief Conservator of Forests No.78104/77/F3 dated
30-7-1977 wherein the staterent of objectsrand reasons of the
bill proposing to amend the forest act was comsmunicated and it
was clearly uentioned that the amendL@ot‘Wachonsidered neces-
sary iororder to check the rampent stuzgling of yaluable forest
produce: through fast noévidy vehieles 25 the destruction

not only. constitutes a loga tp the Bovernidat 's revenue but
alg6 results in depletion:o"fforest'resou@ces.ﬁThe purpose

of such a provision was felt necessary 50 as to curb smuggling
py vehicles for confiscation of property. The Divisional
Forest Officers should brinz all these facts to the notice

of the Tublic Prosecutiors who appcar 1o the appellate courts
so that ‘they may arzuc the nmatter Aduriag the' disposal of &®
appe als., is already.advised, the;ﬁﬂthoris@ﬂ;Offieers must
3 givevrgisoqs ig their erder as to why they are not inclined

to accept compensaztion and drop further ~roceedings under
Section 59¢ ' - sy2 e

™ In some cases the appellate courts have allowed the
appeals filed by owners of vehicle by izmposing Tire. The
fine imposed by the courts sowe tiLes is even less than the
value of nroduce involved 1n the c=sc whercas the compounding
fec levied must be equal at least to the wvalue of forest pro-
duce, not oxceeding however fourt tire such value. The public
prosecutdps appearinr for the it 4. cuet bring these provisions
fto the notice of the appellate courts and they must therefore
be prop erly briefed. : '

The D.F.0s and the couplainin? Ranze Officers should
take every care to see that all Such lhpses are avoided at
every stage and action taken strictly coonforms to the pro-
visions of law.

The receipt .of this circular should be acknowledged
by retura of post.
o 34 /-4 .Ramakrishnoa,

g Chief Conservator of Forests.
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