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CIRCULAR NO. 21/79. 

SUb:~ FOREST OFF"FNCES- Seizure of Fort?st Pniu.uc·~ ·jl1J ctllor 
pmperty which is La abl.e to confiscation-pmduction of 
property b~fore the au tno rd ssd officer-jurisdiction of 
Crimin::i.l ()',urt to relc"lsGl-Scope of s·:ction-44 of Andhra 
Pri::idBsh F.'orest Act .• s amen d sd by Act.No. 17 of 1976 
Judgemoo ts of Hi_gh Court and Suu J.' ··m;:; Court -Communicated., 

In tho c::is8: St'ltC: Clf Andhr8. Pr'?.d sh ropr(-l_s1;nt0d by the Fore­ 
st Range Offi cor , Mrihnboo bnaga r vs. P. K. Mo hammed an d o th0rs re- 
po rt~d at p~g·": 391 of A,P.L::w·JcrnrnR.l 1978 (I) it wqs held that 
by amen.di.n g Act Nn~ 1'7_, 9f 1976 , th o L~gisl~turn w:mted to p~­ 
vidc and vdt d p rnva d e t~n diffC?r0nt forums. Th.-,;1 Ori·mi.n8:.l Court is 
an existing"_fcrum; q n ow ro tum n-im-Ly ·th--· ,. fi,u.th0 ri. sed Officer' was 
crea tcd "by 8!1l0nding the Act: -m d t.ho s zi z.i ng o f'fd c cr' w'ls gi. ven dis­ 
c r= td on to pro du co the S:BizGd p rop er ty Oi thcr boforO th<:: ·eourt or 
bore re bhe Authc-ris0d Officbr. It W'lS further :10ld thnt the Fo­ 
rest Officer (Authoris':'d 6ffic·r) is q cctnuc tcn t tribun~l c rea ted 
by st·=:t.tu!be to con fa sea to -·th@ p rop o r ty , In ca sc ·whcr0 the propar-cy­ 
is not produced bcfo r'o th::> ecurt but on Ly th-,1 parsons :-ire produced 
befo rc it an d ,-,here th~, C0ur·t ·is clenrly to Ld or. inform~·a. 'that the 
proporty S(,iz~d has b(ji)n p ro Juc d bofo ro tn~ Alltt.1.orised Officer, 
the Court coo hav o no po wors to p:ms o rdc r s cf .Ji spo aal, wi tti res­ 
pect to the s~izod prcpcntty.· It w1s al.so nal.d tn.'=:t.t·whon.-: two ju­ 
risdictions arc 'croiit-?d, on o must rcsp.sc t tho qther. 
2. In ano thGr case, tha 8.00Vo aai d _judgsm'.m t w~s fo Ll.o wcd and 
th(;) con ten tion of thn For,,;st· Dc.partm~ t 'tha t th-:: Crimin::il Courts 
do not hav o p.c.w.crs to d?:'1-1 wi·tn tho property soizod in connection 
with. the 'forest o f'f'en c s , wha cn is not p ro du ced bcf'8r<:>.them, wi=is up­ 
held • But tho o wn e r of the c· · r, '.. :iggr.i. ov0d by th~ o rdr.:r of the 
High Court , fd Lod' wti t rippe;;cl. ood tho ordar of the_ Ireei-i:ned Single 
judg0 was s~t-:?,sidr. T:ii i::, c.-:sG: smt. H .ji .Bogum Vs. St"i'te of Andhra. 
P r-=>.desh roprC'sOO tP.d by tho Fe r-:-st R.'.nJ;·: Officer, Hyd. Sou th R8Ilge 
an d i:mC'lth8r, is rep(')rtrd ;:it p~gc 191 of tho AP.L:-iw Joum::il of 
1978-t ~) '!'h(-l m..gh er-urt i:{ Andhrn Pr1--:if,)'Sh h1.s hold th~t p ro du o­ 
tirn ·"f tho· s0.i7,e1 prf'lp"rty'beforEJ thil Fc-~t'GsiJ Officer an d p ro du o­ 
tirn nf th.8 .'1ccusod p e r scn a, :~ftet arrost ," bofo rc tho Magistrate 
m1ke tho p rcvaei.c n e un-oeo rk'1ble,. It wB.S. fur the r held th 1. t tho ado­ 
p.tion of dua.l, p rc ce c . .ings simult'.'ll'F'-0u$1.y m'ikr..s tho p rc va eaon un­ 
work·1ble. It W/3.S al.so hold thnt "such 'l duba o ty of proceedings re­ 
sults in Ln con gru ta s a, In tho result tho app r=rLa wqs '.Ulowod. 
3. Aggrievr--d. by th(:) Rforcs!1id judgoml?.n t, the St-8.to of Anqhm 
PrA.dosh prrfr.>rr'"'i an .llp"'>fl'll befo ro tho SUpr-me Cr,urt of IndiB. and 
the app oa L ha s bc-n ri.ll0w0d. While dispnsi.ng the Civil lU)pe::il No. 
1216/1977 thoir Lo rd -Ships Mr.Justic~ N.L.untw9.lig, -m d Mr.Justice 
P. S. K:rilos'=:t.m, c b ao rv r d th9.t en tho .fn.cts -m d ci r cuma-tanco s of this 
o-a so the orJer cf th0 Hi~h c0urt is not fi.t to bo sus·t!U.nRd. ThG 
High Crurt hs a taken an o rzr-ncou s vi -:,w of tho rnpo rt made by tho 
F'c'rcst R~ngar to th,~ M;.gi.str'lt<' wt1i.L1· forw·i.rdm.ng tho accused to 
him. Thoir LcrJ-ships ·ordc.~r.'.)J. that tho p ro ceo.t m ga g_s tc the con­ 
fisc;:,,.tinn cf tn-. p rop or ty soizGd as a.Lso uhc c:i.r has got to gp on 
befor"! tho Divi:;iicn8.l Fc:rt·st Officer. 

Copi cs of ·.;ho ju-igomon ts men tik.,noJ abov o nr-o onclo sOC1 noz-e­ 
wi th for Ln f'o rmntd.cn and gui,h•hco of the for:;st o f'fd.c s r a, They 
A-re r-oquo s tod to g 'ojhmugh tho jujg:-:mr.n i;s. cffi cor s, They B.re ro­ 
que s t.od tc ~ through thr: ju.lg,)mon ts ? .• n d u.nd.,~rst.ind their impli­ 
cata.cn s, Tho Divisicn;.tl For,::st Offic)rs 'lr0 F,rticular.ly roque e­ 
ted tc brine. t11: f'.~1ct tc tho nc ta co of ul Rw:13;;;, Officers under 
tnoir ccntrcl .ro r. co r r-r c s '3.ppr~dr!ticn cf th"7· L<1w. 

The cff'icGrs ;ir,~ rcq_u2stf".d..-:-:1.ckncwlc.Jgr. th,~ rGp~ipt of tha 
circular. 

sa/. P .• ~. ~11', 
Ohicf Crns1-rvYtor of Forests. 
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