4.9 KURNOOL DIVISION
4.9.1
.  Introduction:

Kurnool Forest Division lies in the western part of Kurnool district between latitudes 14056’49.56” and 15057’49.68”N and longitudes 76058’26.04” and 78029’22.56”E. Geographical area of the Division is 12,904 Km2 which is 73.07 % of the area of the district. The rock formation consists of shales, limestone and quartzite. The elevation in the Division varies from 305 to 579.5 M above MSL. The elevation of Kurnool town is about 288 M above MSL. The River Tungabhadra, a tributary of River Krishna, forms the northern boundary of the Division. 
Land use pattern of the Division is given in Table 4.9.1

The climate of this Division is inland tropical monsoonic type with 3 distinct seasons. Temperature ranges from 120C to 450C and the average annual rainfall in the Division is about 523.24 mm.
Important minerals and rocks found in the Division are limestone, iron, red and yellow ochres, barytes, diamond, black and pink granite. The soil types found mainly are black cotton, red and saline.
Population of the Division is 3.12 million (2011 Census). The per capita forest area is 0.04Ha and the population density is 241 persons per Km2. 
4.9.2
.  Recorded Forest Area:

The notified forest area of the Division is 1202.55 Km2 which is 9.58 % of the geographical area. Reserved, Protected and un-classed forests constitute 1154.45 Km2 (96%), 37.17 Km2 (3.09%) and 10.93 Km2 (0.91%) of the forest area respectively. 
As per Champion and Seth’s classification, the forests of the Division fall under Tropical Dry Deciduous and Tropical Thorn Forest types.
                                   Table 4.9.1: Land use Pattern

	Land use
	Area in Sq Km
	Percentage

	Forest including Scrub
	634.11
	4.92

	Agriculture
	10048.40
	77.84

	Land with Scrub
	705.85
	5.47

	Fallow Lands
	1031.6
	7.99

	Grasslands
	83.82
	0.65

	Settlements
	113.53
	0.88

	Vegetation outside Forest
	71.55
	0.55

	Water Bodies
	215.14
	1.67

	Total
	12904.00
	


        4.9.3
   Protected Area:

                There is no Protected Area in the Division.
 4.9.4.    Community Forest Management:
             There are 149 VSSs in the Division. An area of 392.62 Km2 forests, which constitutes 32.65 % of forest area, is under CFM. 
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 4.9.5.   Forest Cover: 
The forest cover in the Division based on the interpretation of IRS R2 LISS III 2012 data (NOV 2012) is 149.1 Km2 which is 1.15 % of the geographical area. In terms of the forest canopy cover density classes, the Division has 1.13 Km2 of Moderately Dense Forests and 147.97 Km2 of Open   Forests. The area of the Scrub is 356.11 Km2, Non-Forests 696.01 Km2 and Water Bodies 1.32 Km2. The distribution of the forest cover of the Division is shown in Fig 4.9.1 
   4.9.6. Change in Forest cover: 
 The satellite images of 2011 and 2012 are shown in Figs 4.9.2 & 4.9.3 respectively.
Comparison of the current forest cover with that of previous assessment year shows no change in the forest cover. The forest cover change matrix is given in Table 4.9.2. 
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Therefore, there is no net loss of forest cover in the Division.
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There are 40 Beats in the Division. There are no changes in the forest cover in any of the 40 Beats during the period.
Table 4.9.2: Forest Cover change matrix
	2011
	2012
	Total of 2011

	
	VDF
	MDF
	OF
	Scrub
	NF
	Water
	

	Very Dense Forest
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00

	Moderately Dense Forest
	0.00
	1.13
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	1.13

	Open Forest
	0.00
	0.00
	147.97
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	147.97

	Scrub
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	356.11
	0.00
	0.00
	356.11

	Non-Forest
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	696.01
	0.00
	696.01

	Water
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	1.32
	1.32

	Total of 2012
	0.00
	1.13
	147.97
	356.11
	696.01
	1.32
	1202.55

	Net Change
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	 


 Table 4.9.3:   List of Beats with change in Forest Cover
                       Area(Ha)
	BEAT 
	MDF
	OF
	SCRUB
	NF
	WB
	Total
	ENC
	Net Change

	ADONI RANGE
	 
	 

	Gulyam
	2.64
	166.02
	174.35
	305.10
	0.00
	648.10
	0.00
	0.00

	Gundlakonda
	0.00
	33.57
	441.71
	2,559.35
	0.00
	3,034.63
	0.00
	0.00

	Isvi
	0.00
	11.71
	61.52
	2,673.54
	0.00
	2,746.77
	0.00
	0.00

	Jonnagiri
	0.00
	3.87
	154.64
	1,332.94
	0.00
	1,491.45
	0.00
	0.00

	Kotekallu
	0.00
	4.69
	63.36
	1,298.60
	0.00
	1,366.65
	0.00
	0.00

	Kuppagallu
	3.93
	99.54
	184.70
	1,080.29
	0.00
	1,368.46
	0.00
	0.00

	Narineki_East
	0.00
	2.51
	18.12
	2,136.80
	0.00
	2,157.42
	0.00
	0.00

	Narineki_West
	0.00
	13.66
	128.42
	2,397.29
	0.00
	2,539.36
	0.00
	0.00

	Pattikonda
	0.00
	2.40
	150.25
	1,161.15
	0.00
	1,313.80
	0.00
	0.00

	Tuggali
	0.00
	10.32
	332.92
	1,472.11
	0.00
	1,815.35
	0.00
	0.00

	Tungabadra
	0.00
	96.99
	84.28
	666.27
	0.00
	847.53
	0.00
	0.00

	Total
	6.56
	445.26
	1,794.28
	17,083.43
	0.00
	19,329.54
	0.00
	0.00

	DHONE RANGE
	 
	 

	Aliabad
	0.00
	200.48
	282.68
	5,482.15
	0.00
	5,965.31
	0.00
	0.00

	Chintalapeta
	0.52
	111.28
	1,580.17
	1,311.93
	0.00
	3,003.90
	0.00
	0.00

	Dhone
	2.15
	561.40
	2,040.58
	460.41
	0.00
	3,064.55
	0.00
	0.00

	Erragudi
	0.00
	127.04
	211.66
	1,681.31
	0.55
	2,020.56
	0.00
	0.00

	Gulmaliabad
	4.23
	489.25
	1,465.39
	3,583.46
	5.14
	5,547.46
	0.00
	0.00

	Jaladurgam
	0.92
	1,406.73
	2,423.80
	1,613.18
	0.00
	5,444.64
	0.00
	0.00

	Madhavaram
	0.00
	85.68
	622.81
	1,691.45
	0.00
	2,399.93
	0.00
	0.00

	Malkapuram
	0.00
	302.16
	2,102.28
	981.94
	0.00
	3,386.38
	0.00
	0.00

	Malyala
	0.32
	132.62
	779.52
	1,242.75
	6.65
	2,161.85
	0.00
	0.00

	Narayanapuram
	0.45
	338.79
	653.90
	284.60
	0.00
	1,277.74
	0.00
	0.00

	Ouk
	15.80
	669.15
	899.95
	7,744.09
	77.76
	9,406.76
	0.00
	0.00

	Peapully
	0.74
	721.09
	1,941.07
	497.08
	0.00
	3,159.98
	0.00
	0.00

	Peddapaya
	0.00
	532.22
	1,684.06
	712.64
	0.00
	2,928.91
	0.00
	0.00

	Racherla
	0.00
	362.96
	1,273.50
	2,059.14
	0.00
	3,695.59
	0.00
	0.00

	Rangapuram
	0.74
	237.84
	798.67
	1,400.81
	0.00
	2,438.06
	0.00
	0.00

	Total
	25.88
	6,278.68
	18,760.02
	30,746.94
	90.10
	55,901.61
	0.00
	0.00

	KURNOOL RANGE
	 
	 

	Bethamcherla
	9.64
	1,691.67
	2,355.85
	607.53
	0.00
	4,664.69
	0.00
	0.00

	Bugganipalli
	0.00
	115.20
	773.21
	563.95
	0.00
	1,452.36
	0.00
	0.00

	Gani
	3.14
	555.51
	1,350.08
	1,712.51
	0.00
	3,621.23
	0.00
	0.00

	Gargayapuram
	5.01
	344.53
	1,548.12
	312.20
	0.00
	2,209.87
	0.00
	0.00

	Gorukal
	17.29
	172.70
	118.49
	3,470.46
	5.58
	3,784.52
	0.00
	0.00

	Konidedu
	23.00
	1,806.19
	1,984.24
	4,106.97
	0.41
	7,920.81
	0.00
	0.00

	Lanjabanda
	5.61
	636.40
	1,817.38
	453.69
	0.00
	2,913.08
	0.00
	0.00

	Panyam
	1.40
	221.77
	377.08
	3,045.69
	0.27
	3,646.21
	0.00
	0.00

	Ramallakota
	8.95
	441.00
	930.72
	590.41
	0.00
	1,971.08
	0.00
	0.00

	Ramatheertham
	0.00
	87.45
	653.08
	2,001.40
	24.56
	2,766.49
	0.00
	0.00

	Somayajulapalli
	0.86
	290.63
	733.38
	1,003.23
	0.00
	2,028.10
	0.00
	0.00

	Thammarajupalli
	1.90
	831.92
	636.32
	2,151.16
	0.00
	3,621.30
	0.00
	0.00

	Veldurthi
	0.48
	106.47
	76.63
	106.54
	10.13
	300.25
	0.00
	0.00

	Yaparlapadu
	2.99
	771.93
	1,702.43
	1,645.35
	1.05
	4,123.74
	0.00
	0.00

	Total
	80.28
	8,073.33
	15,057.01
	21,771.09
	41.99
	45,023.71
	0.00
	0.00

	Grand Total
	112.72
	14,797.28
	35,611.31
	69,601.46
	132.09
	1,20,254.86
	0.00
	0.00


Fig 4.9.1
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