4.23 CHINTOOR DIVISION
4.23.1
Introduction:

Chintoor Forest Division lies in the eastern part of Khammam District between latitudes 170 27’ 42’’ and 170 54’ 05’’ N and   longitudes 810 05’ 45’’ and 810 48’ 47’’ E. Geographical Area of the Division is 1868.46 Km2 which is 14.5 % of the area of the District. The main rivers of the Division are Godavari, Sabari and Sileru. The Godavari River forms the southern boundary and Sileru River forms the northern boundary of the Division.
Land use pattern of the Division is given in Table 4.23.1

The climate of this Division is generally cool and pleasant with temperatures ranging from 170C to 370C and the annual rainfall is about 1362 mm, received mainly from Southwest monsoons.  

The soil types found mainly are Black and Red loams. The Rock found in this Division is Gneiss. The Mineral resources in this Division are Iron, Coal, Kankar and Lime stone.
4.23.2
Recorded Forest Area:

The notified forest area of the Division is 1441.16 Km2 which is 93 % of the geographical area. Reserved, Protected and Un-classed forests comprise of 1181.87 Km2 (82 %), 253.88 Km2 (17.61%) and 5.40 Km2 (0.39%) of the forest area respectively.
As per Champion and Seth’s classification the Forests of Division fall under Tropical Dry Deciduous, Tropical Moist Deciduous, Tropical Semi-evergreen, Dry Teak and Tropical Thorn Forest types. 

Table 4.23.1: Land use Pattern

	Land use
	Area in Km2
	Percentage

	Forest including Scrub 
	1400.62
	74.96

	Agriculture
	216.81
	11.60

	Land With Scrub
	81.02
	4.34

	Fallow Lands
	99.12
	5.30

	Grass Lands
	13.33
	0.71

	Settlements
	1.47
	0.08

	Vegetation outside forest
	26.26
	1.41

	Water Bodies
	29.83
	1.60

	Total
	1868.46
	 


4.23.3 Protected Area:

The Division is one of the 4 constituent Divisions of Papikonda Wildlife Sanctuary. An area of 287.90 Km2 of the Division is included in the Papikonda Wildlife Sanctuary.

4.23.4 Community Forest Management:
There are 57 Vana Samrakshana Samities (VSSs) or Joint- Forest Protection Committees (JFPCs) in the Division. An area of 163 Km2 forests, constituting 11.31 % of the forest area, is under the management of the VSSs. 
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4.23.5 Forest Cover:                                                     Fig 4.23.1
The forest cover in the Division based on the interpretation of IRS P6 LISS III 2011 data (Oct/Nov 2011) is 1071.07 Km2, which is 61.63% of the geographical area. In terms of the forest canopy density classes the Division has 83.57 Km2 of Very Dense Forests, 619.16 Km2 of Moderately Dense Forests and 368.34 Km2 of Open Forests. The area of the Scrub is 179.59 Km2, Non-Forest 40.00 Km2 and Water Bodies 3.00 Km2. The distribution of the forest cover of the Division is shown in Fig 4.23.1
4.23.6 Change in Forest Cover:- 

The satellite imageries of 2012 and 2013 are shown in Figs 4.23.2 & 4.23.3 respectively and the changes between the periods on the image of 2013.

Comparison of the current forest cover with that of previous assessment year shows a negative change in forest cover of 101.16 Ha. The forest cover change matrix, given in Table 4.23.2 reveals that there is a decrease of 101.16 Ha of open forest, 15.35 Ha of scrub.
The total negative change (including scrub) of 116.51 Ha out of this 24.56 Ha is on account of clearance of jungle growth for raising of plantations, 91.95 Ha is on account of encroachments. As clearance of jungle growth for raising of plantations is a Forest management intervention and hence not considered as loss of forest cover. Thus only the negative change due to encroachment is taken as loss of forest cover. Therefore the net loss of forest cover is 91.95 Ha only.
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There are 48 Beats in the Division. Negative changes in forest cover are seen in 14 Beats.There are no changes in the forest cover of the remaining 34 Beats.

Details of forest cover changes in these 14 Beats is shown in Table 4.23.3
Table 4.23.2: Forest Cover change matrix 
	2012

 
	2013
	Total of 2012

	
	VDF
	MDF
	OF
	Scrub
	NF
	Water
	

	Very Dense Forest
	123.34
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	123.34

	Moderately Dense Forest
	0.00
	1000.36
	0.00
	0.00
	0.33
	0.00
	1000.69

	Open Forest
	0.00
	0.00
	131.79
	0.00
	0.52
	0.00
	132.31

	Scrub
	0.00
	0.00
	0.18
	143.98
	0.00
	0.00
	144.16

	Non-Forest
	0.00
	0.00
	0.41
	0.55
	71.39
	0.00
	72.35

	Water
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	0.00
	1.43
	1.43

	2013
	123.34
	1000.36
	132.38
	144.53
	72.24
	1.43
	1474.28

	Net Change
	0.00
	-0.33
	0.07
	0.37
	-0.11
	0.00
	 


Table 4.23.3: List of Beats with negative change in Forest Cover
	Beat
	VDF
	MDF
	OF
	Scrub
	NF
	WB
	Total
	Net Changes
	Encroachments

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Chintur Range

	Choppalli
	0.00
	318.53
	838.39
	118.49
	14.17
	0.00
	1289.58
	-1.71
	1.71

	Guduru
	21.92
	760.54
	956.24
	691.97
	91.99
	4.25
	2526.91
	-4.07
	4.07

	Pothampalli
	39.26
	1079.56
	1019.74
	252.29
	18.55
	0.00
	2409.40
	-0.95
	0.95

	Total
	61.18
	2158.63
	2814.37
	1062.75
	124.71
	4.25
	6225.89
	-6.73
	6.73

	Kunavaram Range

	Bodanuru
	5.81
	533.24
	555.56
	270.67
	81.98
	1.78
	1449.04
	-9.89
	0.00

	Chinanarsingapet
	0.00
	1074.83
	1052.75
	238.88
	130.63
	8.36
	2505.45
	-30.93
	30.93

	E.D. Pally
	16.16
	1542.27
	1871.55
	2401.48
	858.85
	6.55
	6696.86
	-2.85
	2.85

	Maddigudem
	324.39
	1380.23
	1062.39
	269.17
	31.37
	0.00
	3067.55
	-1.65
	1.65

	Murumuru
	1.06
	1352.16
	701.43
	238.43
	69.82
	0.00
	2362.90
	-25.96
	25.96

	Pochavaram
	3.18
	1177.74
	955.49
	218.52
	16.87
	3.10
	2374.90
	-5.02
	5.02

	Tekulabore
	21.76
	876.92
	317.01
	130.22
	19.64
	0.00
	1365.55
	-1.28
	1.28

	Thatilanka
	21.08
	1528.22
	1106.62
	279.80
	49.61
	2.03
	2987.36
	-3.75
	3.75

	Total
	20.77
	1472.85
	832.29
	200.73
	9.48
	0.34
	2536.47
	-81.33
	71.44

	V.R.Puram Range

	Chintaregupalli
	0.00
	214.24
	331.00
	208.72
	86.63
	0.00
	840.59
	-10.11
	10.11

	Peddamattapalli
	0.00
	512.11
	1037.43
	485.36
	344.54
	3.07
	2382.51
	-2.87
	2.87

	Ummadivaram
	1.50
	669.81
	735.01
	165.55
	29.18
	1.76
	1602.81
	-15.47
	0.80

	Total
	1.50
	1396.16
	2103.44
	859.63
	460.35
	4.83
	4825.91
	-28.45
	13.78

	Grand Total
	83.45
	5027.64
	5750.10
	2123.11
	594.54
	9.42
	13588.27
	-116.51
	91.95
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Fig 4.23.2





Fig 4. 23.3
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